Az 1689. évi Bill of Rights az angol alkotmányos monarchia alapvető jogszabálya. A törvény nagy mértékben korlátozta a királyi felségjogokat. Bár III. (orániai) Vilmos angol királynak nem tetszettek ezek a megszorítások, de elég bölcs volt ahhoz, hogy végül elfogadta a parlament döntéseit.

A név jelentése 

A kifejezést "Jogokról szóló nyilatkozatnak" vagy "jogok törvényének" szokták fordítani; a történetírás általában nem fordítja le magyarra.

Főbb rendelkezései 

· az uralkodó nem helyezheti hatályon kívül a parlament által elfogadott törvényeket (a törvényeket a választott parlament hozza),

· hadügyekben és pénzügyekben a parlament dönt (az uralkodó békeidőben nem tarthat állandó hadsereget a parlament hozzájárulása nélkül és nem szabhat ki új adókat a parlament hozzájárulása nélkül),

· a király joga a választáskor a többségi párt tagjaiból a miniszterek kinevezése,

· létre kell hozni a független bíróságot,

· a király köteles időnként összehívni a parlamentet,

· a király egyszemélyű hatalom, de vétójoga van csak, nem igazi ellenerő,

· az uralkodó nem zárkózhat el a kérvények elől, nem tagadhatja meg a protestánsoktól a fegyverviselés jogát, indokolatlanul nem szólhat bele a parlamenti szavazásokba, nem büntetheti meg a parlamenti képviselőket azért, amit a vitákon mondtak, és nem szabhat ki kegyetlen büntetéseket.

Hatásai
A Wikimedia Commons tartalmaz Bill of Rights (Anglia) témájú médiaállományokat.

A Bill of Rights megszilárdította az alkotmányos monarchia alapjait. Hamarosan, 1693 és 1696 között, kialakult a miniszteri felelősség elve.
Septennial Act 1715

May 1716[citation needed] (1715 c.38, 1 Geo I St 2), to increase the maximum length of a Parliament (and hence between general elections) from 3 years to 7 years.

The previous limit of 3 years had been set by the Triennial Act 1694 in the Kingdom of England. The ostensible aim of the Act was to reduce election expenses, but it also had the effect of keeping the Whig party, who had won the 1715 general election, in power for longer - and they won the eventual 1722 general election.

It did not require Parliaments to last that long, but merely set a maximum length on their life. Most Parliaments in the remainder of the 18th century did indeed last 6 or 7 years, with only two lasting for less time. In the 19th century the average length of a parliament of United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was four years.

The Act was amended in 1911 by the Parliament Act 1911 to change the limit to five years, and then again during the World Wars to extend the Parliaments elected in the 1910 and 1935 general elections until the European wars had ended in 1918 and 1945. One of the demands of the mid-19th-century Chartists (the only one which was not achieved by the 20th century) was for annually-elected parliaments.

 See also
· List of Parliaments of Great Britain
· List of Parliaments of the United Kingdom
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Test Act

The Test Acts were a series of English penal laws that served as a religious test for public office and imposed various civil disabilities on Roman Catholics and Nonconformists. The principle that none but persons professing the Established Church were eligible for public employment and the severe penalties pronounced against recusants, whether Roman Catholic or Nonconformist, were affirmations of this principle.

The Act of James I provided that all such as were naturalized or restored in blood should receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It was not, however, until the reign of Charles II that actually receiving of the communion of the Church of England was made a precondition for holding public office. The earliest imposition of this test was by the Corporation Act of 1661 requiring that, besides taking the Oath of Supremacy, all members of corporations were within one year after election to receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the rites of the Church of England.

1673 Act
This act was followed by the Test Act of 1672 (25 Car. II. c. 2) (the long title of which is "An act for preventing dangers which may happen from popish recusants"[1]). This act enforced upon all persons filling any office, civil or military, the obligation of taking the oaths of supremacy and allegiance and subscribing to a declaration against transubstantiation and also of receiving the sacrament within three months after admittance to office. The oath for the Test Act of 1672 was:

"I, N, do declare that I do believe that there is not any transubstantiation in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or in the elements of the bread and wine, at or after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever."
 1678 Act
The act did not extend to peers; but in 1678 the act was extended by a further act (30 Car. II. st. 2[2]) which required that all peers and members of the House of Commons should make a declaration against transubstantiation, invocation of saints, and the sacrifice of the mass.[3]
Repeal
The necessity of receiving the sacrament as a qualification for office was abolished by George IV and all acts requiring the taking of oaths and declarations against transubstantiation etc. were repealed by the Catholic Relief Act 1829.
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